CROWN LANDS, (IRELAND). 
(EXPERIMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS.) 
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Further REPORT of Richard Griffith, Esq., dated 10 March 18,7, on the 
Progress made m the Experimental Improvements at King Williams Town, 
County Cork , and on the Costs thereof. 

iv/r t j 1 King William’s Town, 

My Lord and Gentlemen 10 March 1837. 

In the month of June last I had the honour to communicate to your Board a 
statement of the progress that had been made towards the completion of the new 
Cork and Kerry roads, accompanied by a report on the agricultural improve- 
ments that have been carried on under my direction at King William’s Town in 
the Crown Lands of Pobble O’Keefe, in the County of Cork ; I have now to make 
a further report relative to those works. 

Having already in former reports described at some length the position and 
nature of the district in which the roads and improvements are situate it will he 
unnecessary further to dwell on that subject at present. 

In my last report I mentioned that the whole of the new roads, for a length of 
43 miles, were completed, and open to the public, with the exception of t o miles 
extending between the town of Castle Island and the Hill of Knocknabowl in the 
county of Kerry ; I have now the pleasure to state that this portion of the ’road is 
nearly finished. It has been open to the public for some months ; but, owing to 
the unusual wetness of the autumn and winter, it has been impossible to complete 
it^in all its details ; but I expect to be enabled to do so by the beginning of May 

During the winter the traffic on the new road from King William's Town to 
Cork has been constant, and is rapidly increasing; and I have no doubt that as 
soon as the road to Castle Island shall have been fully completed, that the agri- 
cultuial traffic from Tralee to Cork will be very considerable. 

In respect to the passenger traffic, preparations are now ’being made for the 
establishment of two stage-cars from Tralee, by King William's Town, to Cork • 
and thus the district between Castle Island and Cork, which, previously to thb 
commencement of the works, was nearly «;aste and quite inaccessible, except to 
persons travelling on foot, will become the scene of active agricultural improve- 
ment, and the direct line of thoroughfare from Tralee, the capital of the county 
ot Kerry, to the city of Cork. 3 

I am happy to say that those parts of the road that have been completed 
are in excellent order. The usual load for a single-horse cart is about 
20 cwt. and some horses draw 22 cwt. On the ordinary country roads 12 cwt 
■s considered to be a heavy load for one horse. It should be borne in minci 

mat the climate of the district through which these roads have been made is 

extremely moist ; that the soil is of a wet, clayey nature ; and that the sandstone, 
wnicfi is the only material that the country produces, is not a durable stone for 
metalling a road, being easily crushed by heavy carriages; it is therefore pleasino- 
to observe, owing to the great pains taken in the original formation of the roads’, 

A tO 
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to insure a perfect drainage and a rapid discharge for the water, that the surface 
has continued dry and firm during an unusually wet winter, though the traffic, 
particularly on the southern portion, has been very considerable, and of the most 
injurious kind, consisting principally of strings of loaded carriages, frequently 20 
in number, drawing limestone or culm, the whole following in the same track. 

In respect to the expenditure on the roads, I have to observe, that the sum 
paid for work done from the commencement up to the 31st December 1836, 



amounts to---------- - £.22,616 4 5J 

Sum which will be required to complete the works - - - - 600 - - 

Total - - - 23,216 4 5^ 

£. s. d. 

Amount, of grant from Parliament for the roads - 17,000 - - 

Amount of presentments received from the Counties 

of Cork and Kerry ------ 7,000 - - 

Total Amount of Road Fund - - - 24,000 - - 

Balance or residue - - - 783 15 6f 

Add cash received from County of Kerry for new 

bridge near to Castle Island - - - - 97 ] 2 - 

Amount of subscriptions made by landed proprietors 



towards the same bridge ----- 90 - - 

187 12 - 

Add also estimated value of horses, implements, &c., to be disposed of 

when the roads are completed - - - - - - - 125 - - 

Total Amount of expected Residue - - - £. 1,096 7 6 £ 



In my last report I mentioned that it would be desirable to commence the 
proposed road from King William’s Town to Mount Infant as soon as possible, so 
as to open the district, as well as the estate, to the markets of Millstreet, 
Macroom, &c. In consequence, I have applied to the grand jury of the county 
of Cork for a presentment, at the nominal price of one shilling per perch, to 
enable me to open the road for a short distance near its termination at Mount 
Infant, where it passes through the estate of Mr. Cronin. I have no doubt the 
grand jury will grant the presentment, and I shall then commence the work 
without delay.* 

The estimate for the road, which is 2M. of. 17P. in length, amounts to 
620/. 5 s., including bridges, gullets, &c. 

Near the termination of this road at Mount Infant, it will be desirable to make 
a short branch road into the county of Kerry, to communicate with the limestone 
quarry at Carrindulkeen, held by the commissioners, under the Earl of Kenmare. 
Were this effected, there would be a level and tolerably direct road from those 
quarries to King William’s Town, and to the southern portion of the estate 
generally. At present, the distance by the old and very hilly road from Carrin- 
dulkeen quarry to King William’s Town is 6 m. 4F., while by the new one the 
distance would be but 5 m. 2 f. The length of the branch from Mount Infant to 
its junction with the present road at Thureencahill Cross is 7 f. 3P., and the 
estimate amounts to 27 61 . Thus the completion, both of the Mount Infant and 
the branch road leading to the limestone quarries, will amount to 896/.; and, as 
the expected residue from the original fund of 24,000/., provided for the main 
lines of road between Castle Island and Cork, and Ki.llarney and Mallow, amounts 
to 1,096/., there will be ample means to effect these objects. 

Of the Improvements on the Crown Lands. 

In my report of the month of June last, I entered so fully into the detail of 
the progress of all the works and experiments in progress, that at present, after an 
interval of but nine months, I have little of novelty to communicate. 

The reclamation, consisting of levelling, draining, fencing, digging, or plough- 
ing, burning the surface, claying and liming, has been continued, though with con- 
siderable 

* The presentment has been granted since this Report was written. 
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siderable interruption, arising partly from a want of labourers, and partly from the 
unusual wetness and severity of the last autumn and winter. 

In respect to the produce of the crops on those parts of the farm, the prelimi- 
nanes for the reclamation of which had been completed, I regret to state, that the 
result has not been as favourable as I had anticipated. This has arisen solely from 
the constant rain in the autumn, and the long continuance of intense frost in the 
winter; but I must say, in justice to Mr. Boyan, the resident superintendent of 
the works, and to the zealous labourers acting under his direction, that though the 
return has been comparatively small, the corn and hay crops have been saved, "while 
in the surrounding mountain district many farmers sustained almost a total loss, 
and even now, in the month of March, a large portion of the potatoe crop of last 
year remains in the ground undug. The extent of arable 
ground under crop, as stated in my report of the month a. r. p. 

of June last, amounted to - - - . -95213] 

And the meadow land that had been drained, and partly limed 
on the surface, amounted to - - _ _ _ _ cRo 



Making a Total of - 

At present, the extent of arable ground reclaimed, and in 
preparation for crops, amounts to - - - - - 108 

Of meadow land, drained, fenced, and manured with lime on 
the surface ^ 

And of land drained and fenced, but not yet manured - _ 63 

Total - -i 

Progress of reclamation during the nine months, amounts to - 
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In respect to the value of the produce returned from the 95 a. 2r. 13P., of 
statute measure of land, which were under crop last year, I have to say that it 
amounts to 454 1 . 1 5. 2 d., the detail of which is as follows : 

Return of the Produce of King William’s Town Farm for the Year 1836. 

Oats and Straw : 

Value of 2,207 stone of oats - - 

Value of straw - - _ _ _ _ 

Rye and Rye-straw : 

231 £ stone of rye, sold in Cork - - - _ 

70 of ditto sown in town farm 
Value of straw used for thatch 

Rape: 

152 stone of rape, sold in Cork for - 
Potatoes and Manured Land : 

Value of 4,85 lj stone of potatoes - - - _ _ 

1 a. 2 r. 25^ p. Irish, of manured potatoe ground, let for the 
crop to sundry persons at six guineas per Irish acre, or 

nearly 3 L 17$. 9^. per statute acre 
Hay : 

Value of 3 tons of clover hay, at 40 s. 

Value of 25 tons of fine hay, at 35 s. - 
Value of 22 tons of coarse hay, at 21 s. 

Mangel-Wurzel : 

Value of mangel-wurzel - - _ _ j 

Vetches: 

Value of vetches 

Stall-fed Cattle Account, &c. — Dr. : 

17 tons of coarse hay used by cattle stall-fed, at 21 s. a ton 
8 tons of straw, at 15s. ditto. r 

203 tons of turnips, the whole of which have been or -will be 
consumed by fat cattle, the value of which is included in 
the profit on the fat cattle. 

Cost of 32 cows purchased for stall feeding - 



43 45 ~ 
23 2 - 



17 17 - 
6 - - 
23 17 - 



*79 17 9 



Total Outlay connected with Cattle 



- £. 203 14 9 



69. 
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Brought forward 

Amount of five fat cows sold, and the remainder valued at 
what they probably will produce, when all the turnips have 
been consumed - -- -- -- - 

Add value of 1,000 cubic yards of cowhouse manure, at 
1 s. 4 d. per yard -------- 



Total Produce - - - 

Total Cost as above 

Total profit or return which should go to credit of the turnip 
crop - - - - - - 

On two milch cows, the value of hay, straw and mangel-wur- 
zel used by them being deducted - 
Profit on fat pigs, the cost of their food being deducted 

Profit or return on stall-fed cows, &c. &c. 

Total Produce of the Farm in 1836 
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Considering the extent of land under cultivation, the above sum of 454/. is. 2 d. 
will be thought a very small return ; but it should be remembered, that the greater 
portion of the crops were grown on land in progress of reclamation, more than 
one-half being the first crop raised from a naturally sour and unfruitful boggy 
soil, and, besides, the season, as already mentioned, was peculiarly unfavourable ; 
so much so, that the oat-crop did not return more than one-third part of what 
had reasonably been expected ; and, in respect to the turnips, of which there were 
upwards of 20 acres, one-half necessarily sown late from want of labourers, did 
not produce more than five tons to the acre, while the remainder, though a fair 
crop, was materially injured by the severity of the frost, which actually congealed 
the juices of the more watery varieties, and caused their decay. 

Previously to the frost, some of the turnip-rfields gave promise of a very good 
return ; one of four acres, from an average portion of which the produce was 
weighed, yielded nearly 25 tons per statute acre ; and in two other fields of three 
acres each, the produce amounted to 20 tons per acre ; but one-sixth part of the 
whole, at least, was subsequently destroyed by the frost. 

In respect to the expenditure'on reclamation, cultivation, and buildings, between 
the 1st of April and 31st of December 1836, the gross amount under each head 
is as follows : 



Amount expended on Buildings, and other Improvements on the Crown Property, from 
the 1st April to the 31st December 1836. 



New Buildings: 

Amount expended on buildings in the new village of King £. s. 

William’s Town - - - - - - -23 11 

Ditto, on farm-houses in Carragaunes - - - - 16 9 

Ditto, on the model farm-house - - - - - - 160 11 

Ditto, on storehouses, for implements, &c. at the model farm 97 18 
Ditto, on barn, horse-stable, cow-stables, &c. at the] model 
farm - -- -- -- - - - 135 15 

Ditto, on two labourers’ cottages - - - - 54 13 



Amount expended on Buildings - 

' e -v o'- <i f, ly 



£. s. d. 



Improvements : 

Town Farm: 

Amount expended on reclamation - 
Ditto - - - on cultivation 

Model Farm : 

Amount expended on reclamation - 
Ditto - - - on cultivation - 
Amount of cattle purchased - - 

Ditto of hay used by cattle 
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d. 
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Improvements — continued. 

Planting and fencing sundry plantations, nurseries, and £. s. d. £■ s. d. 

gardens - - - - - - - - - 61 12 7I 

Farm-roads - - - - - - - - 548 

Quarrying limestone for the tenants - - - - - 574 a 

Salary of school-mistress, school-house, fixtures, and furniture 20 - 

Incidents : £. s. d. 

Fuel for office use - - - - -12195 

Salary of a clerk - - - - - - 17 13 7 

Expense of entertaining strangers at King Wil- 
liam’s Town - - - - - -25 510 

Incidents - - - 55 18 10 

Expended on Improvements - 1,247 2 5^ 

Ditto, on Buildings ------ 488 ig jq 

£• 1,736 2 3,$ 

Total sum expended from the commencement up to the 31st 

of March 1836, as per last report - 5,256 3 8J 

Add sum expended within the above period, but which was 

not included within the last report - 131 7 2 

5,387 10 io ' 5 

Total Sum expended up to 31st December 1836 - - £. 7,123 13 2 

Credit : 



Amount received from His Majesty’s Commissioners of 
Woods, See. from the commencement - - - - 5,500 - - 

Amount of sales for cash of the produce of the farm * - 564 7 - 

6,064 7 - 

Sum, advanced by Mr. Griffith over and above what he has received 

from the Commissioners of Woods, &c. in the account - - - £. 1,059 6 2 



It is to be observed that a considerable sum, arising from the produce of the 
farm, will, still be brought into account, when all the cattle and produce have been 
disposed of. 

From the foregoing, it would appear that the sum expended 
in original reclamation, between the 1st of April and 31st £. s. d. £. s. d. 

December 1836, amounted to - - - - - - 632 16 10 

And that the sum expended during the same period, in culti- 
vating land that had been previously reclaimed, amounted to 245 19 3 \ 

Total - 878 16 1 £ 

In my last report I stated that the outlay on reclamation, and 
cultivation, which remained over and above the produce 
from the reclaimed land, amounted to 880 6 5 

Total outlay on Reclamation and Cultivation - 1,759 2 

Deduct value of produce during the year 1836 - 454 1 2 

Portion of outlay actually incurred in reclaiming land which lias not 

been returned 1,305 1 4! 



Statement 



* This sum does not include the value of the oats, hay, or straw used by the farm-horses, which 
has been omitted both on the debit and credit sides of the account. 

69. B 
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Statement of the Crops intended to be sown in the Year 1 837. 

As already mentioned, the extent of land that has been wholly or in part 
reclaimed amounts to 218 statute acres, which it is proposed to crop as follows : 



A. E. 

Oats - -- -- -- -- -- 34 2 

Potatoes - -- -- -- -- - 23 2 

Turnips ---------- - 10 0 

Rye - -- -- -- -- -- 63 

Rape - -- -- -- - ---20 

Meadow, laid down with artificial grasses - - - - 10 o 

Mountain meadow, drained, fenced, and manured - - - 52 1 

Rog-land, drained and fenced, but not manured or ploughed - 79 o 



Total - - - 218 o 



Having thus described the nature and extent of the farming operations at King 
William’s Town up to the present -time,, and also having given a statement of the 
sum expended in all accounts up to the 31st December 1836, it remains to be 
considered what course it will be advisable to follow, with a view to more extended 
improvements on the estate. Hitherto, with the exception of three farm-houses 
built, and some main lines of fences made for the purpose of dividing farms in 
the townlands of Upper and Lower Carragaunes, our whole attention has been 
devoted to the erection of buildings, and the improvement of lands in the farms 
attached to King William’s Town, containing - - 375 a. 3R. op. 

And in the model farm - 372 0 8 



Total - - - 747 3 8 



Sufficient has now been accomplished to establish the fact, that the reclamation 
can be effected, and at a rate which will return a fair profit for the sum invested ; 
consequently, it would now appear to be desirable to make some arrangements for 
the improvement of every part of the estate. 

As a preliminary, it will be necessary to lay out farm-roads through the estate, 
so as to connect the whole with the main roads already completed, and, next, to 
divide the land into farms, suited, in point of extent, to the nature of the land. 
Where it is comparatively of good quality, as in the southern portion of the 
estate, the farms may be small, say from 25 to 40 statute acres ; but where the 
land is mountainous and boggy, they should be proportionably large, say from 
40 to 80 acres in extent. 

The roads being laid out, and the boundaries of the farms determined, proper 
sites should be selected for new farm-houses, which are absolutely necessary in all 
parts of the estate ; and, lastly, an arrangement for the progressive improvement 
of the land may be made, which should unite the interest of the landlord with 
that of the tenant., on the principle that each should bear a portion of the expense, 
the tenant giving labour, on being paid for a certain portion of it by the landlord, 
the landlord supplying limestone, the tenant burning it, &c. This is a subject 
that will require serious attention and’ mature deliberation ; but at this moment it 
is not necessary to dwell upon it further. 

With respect to the farm-roads : having examined the grounds with a view to 
their position, it appears to me that one line should be laid out, nearly through 
the centre of the estate,, commencing at a point on the Mount Infant road, near 
to the south bounds of Glencollins, and extending southward through the town- 
land of Torreenglanaugh, and terminating near the southern boundary of the 
estate, in the townland of Torreenclassagh. 

The second farm-road should commence at a point on the new road to New- 
market, in the lands of Torreencreagh, and extend in a northern direction, passing 
through the townlands of Upper and Lower Carragaunes, and terminating on the 
old road from Castle Island to Newmarket, on the bounds of the townland of 
Mingaunine. 

I have also examined the estate, with a view to determine the number and size 
of the farm-houses and offices which it will be necessary to erect for the accom- 
modation of the tenants, and I find that 36. will be required. This, is a great 
number ; but at present the farm-houses throughout the estate are mere hovels, 
and many are so much dilapidated as to endanger the lives of the tenants. 

The 
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The Expense of executing these Works will be nearly as follows : 



Expense of making 2M. 6 f. 10 p. of farm-road through the southern 
division of the estate, at 10s. 6 d. per perch - 
Bridges and gullets on this road -------- 

Expense of making im. 2f. iop. of farm-road through the northern 
division of the estate, at 10 s. 6 d. per perch - - - - - 

Gullets on the road - -- -- -- - __ 

Branch roads to farm-houses, at 2 l. per - 

Cost of erecting 36 farm-houses and offices, at an average of 60 1 . 

Cost of making a new boundary for the whole length on the eastern side 
of the estate, between the Crown Lands, the estate of Colonel Longfield, 
and others, 1,986 perches, at 1 s. 2 d. per perch - 

£. 
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I must confess that the amount of this estimate is greater than I had anticipated ; 
but all the calculations are made on the most moderate scale, and the number of 
houses mentioned will be required to meet the wants of the present tenants. 
I have no doubt, however, that, eventually, there will be no loss, and to desist 
would have a most injurious effect on the improvement of the country, by 
deterring others from undertaking similar works. The attention of all the land- 
lords of the south of Ireland is now directed to the important experiments in 
progress on the Crown estate ; everything that has been done is highly spoken of, 
and both the system of reclamation, draining, and the plans and elevations of the 
farm-houses have been imitated by the neighbouring proprietors. Turnip hus- 
bandry is gradually creeping into estimation among the mountain, as well as 
lowland farmers, and its advantage was strongly urged by some of the most 
skilful agriculturists, who attended the first meeting of a farming society lately 
established in the barony of Duhallow and county of Cork, in which the Crown 
Lands are situated ; and the farmers were referred to the successful cultivation of 
turnips and other green crops at King William’s Town, as a proof of the advan- 
tage to be derived from the extension of green-crop husbandry in the south of 

Ireland. T , 0 

1 have, &c. 

The Commissioners (signed) Richard Griffith. 

of His Majesty’s W oods, &c. 



Copy REPORT of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Woods, &c., to 
the Lords of the Treasury, dated 28 April 1837, on the Progress made in the 
execution of the Works at King William's Town , and on the Costs thereof; 
and requesting authority to appropriate a further Sum of £.4,500 to the 
prosecution of them. 

My Lords, Office of Woods, &c., 28 April 1837. 

On reference to the report of this Board, dated 12th February 1833, on the 
subject of the improvements proposed to be executed on the Crown estate, for- 
merly described as the lands of Pobble O’Keefe, and now called King William’s 
Town, in the county of Cork, your Lordships will find that, in recommending 
the adoption of the general scheme of the improvements prepared by Mr. Weale, 
subject to such modifications as might from time to time appear to be advisable, 
the Board expressed its opinion that it was expedient to limit, in the first instance, 
the expenditure to a sum not exceeding 6,000 1 . on such portion of the improve- 
ments, consisting principally of labourers’ works, as were intended to be executed 
within the first three or four years ; and that afterwards, but only as circumstances 
should appear to justify a prosecution of the scheme, the rents and profits accruing 
from the property should be appropriated to the progressive execution of the 
improvements contemplated. 

These suggestions being approved of, the Board was accordingly authorized by 
your Lordships, as signified by Treasury Letter, dated 12th March 1833, to apply 
such sums, as should from time to time be required for the proposed improve- 
ments, not exceeding in the whole the sum of 6,000 /., out of the growing income 
of the land revenues in Ireland. 

Since that period, the improvements have been constantly in course of pro- 
gressive execution ; and very detailed reports of the works executed, and of the 
costs of them, have been periodically submitted to your Lordships, and laid before 
Parliament. 

69. c The 
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The above-mentioned sum of 6,000 /., appropriated to these services, being 
exhausted, and having lately received from Mr. Griffith, under whose immediate 
direction the works have been executed, a further report, dated i oth ultimo, we 
now submit the same to your Lordships’ consideration, with the view of obtaining 
authority to apply an additional sum of 4,500 /. to the prosecution of the 
improvements. 

In that report, Mr. Griffith slates bis expectation that the whole of the 43 miles 
of main lines of new public road, in the counties of Cork and Kerry, which we 
were empowered by the Act 2 Will. 4, c. 52, to construct, will be completely 
finished in the course of next month ; and that, out of the funds provided by the 
Act, there will then remain an estimated surplus of 1,096 /., applicable to the con- 
struction of the intended public cross-road from King William’s Town to Mount 
Infant, which will open a direct communication through the Crown property 
between the towns of Newmarket and Kanturk, situated northward of the main 
lines of public road ; and the towns of Killarney, Millstreet, Maeroom, Sec., 
situated southward of those lines ; including also a short branch road from it, 
near Mount Infant, to communicate with the limestone quarry at Carrigdulkeen, 
in the county' of Kerry, held by this Board under the Earl of Kenmare ; which 
sum of 1,096/. he estimates will be fully sufficient to defray the costs of making 
those roads. 



Mr. Griffith then details the results of the last year’s experimental cultivation 
of such portions of the lands as are in progress of reclamation, and the particulars 
of his expenditure on the property from the 1st April to 31st December 1836, in 
continuation of the accounts thereof contained in his former reports. 

From these accounts it appears that, from the commencement of the works, in 
the autumn of 1832, up to the end of last year, the gross expenditure in the 
improvement of this property amounted to the sum of 7,123 /. 135. 2 d., incurred 
for the following services j viz. 



Buildings: — The village of King William’s Town, comprising an inn, 
a stable, and storehouse, with lofts 60 feet Jong, dairy, and other 
offices, within a walled yard in the rear thereof ; a school-house, two 
stories in height, and offices. Four double-storied houses, with cow- 
houses and other offices in the rear thereof; two single-story cottages, 
with lateral workshops and cow-houses, &c. in the rear; a model farm- 
house and office buildings ; two labourers’ cottages, and a large lime- 
kiln on the Crown farm ; and three double-storied farm-houses on new 
allotments in Tooreenkeoagh and Carrigaunes - 
Plantations and Nursery Grounds ------- 

Farm Ground : — In the construction of drains and fences for the inclosure 
and distribution into fields of 2x8 statute acres of deep, flat bog and 
boggy mountain land, iu ploughing, levelling and manuring the same, 
and in the cultivation thereof, as the ground was progressively brought 
into condition; including costs of cattle purchased for works and 
farming purposes, hay, seeds, &c., and implements; of fencing and 
embanking new river course, near the King’s Bridge; and of opening 
and working the newly-discovered culm colliery - 
Moveable iron railroad, with waggons, &c. for same - 
Occupation road on Town Farm ------- 

Local management, and various small incidents ----- 

In this Gross Expenditure of - - - £. 
there are included the sums from time to time received on the 
sales made of the crops of the ground in progress of reclam- 
ation, and of stock fed and fattened on the produce thereof, 
amounting to - - - - - 

Thereby reducing the actual expenditure to - - £. 



2,684 4 4 h 
6x2 15 5 



3>409 3 1 
205 9 3 
16 5 4l 
195 15 8 



7,123 13 2 



564 7 “ 



6,559 6 2 



Amount of monies imprested to Mr. Griffith, under the authority 
of Treasury Letters, respectively dated 28th June 1832 and 
X2th March X833 - - - 

Excess in Expenditure - - - 



2 



At the period of making up this account, tire estimated values of horses, cattle 
and produce, remaining disposable, and of the moveable railroad, implements, 
materials and other matters in store, with some household furniture, farming uten- 
sils, &c.; purchased with monies charged in the account of gross expenditure, 

amounted 
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amounted to about 500/. ; which sum would be applicable, and probably more 
than adequate, to the discharge of all expenditure and charges incurred in excess 
of the above-mentioned sum of 6,500 /. up to the time of making this report. 

On consideration of this statement, your Lordships will observe that the sum 
of 3,296/. 19^. 9 | d., or about one-half of the entire expenditure, has been 
appropriated to the erection of permanent buildings, constructed with stone walls 
and slated roofs, and to plantations of timber trees and coppice wood, for the 
shelter of the reclaimed lands; and that the remainder of the sum of 6,500/., 
imprested to Mr. Griffith, has been expended in reclaiming and cultivating land, 
and in defraying the charge of 195/. 15 s. 8 d., for local management and 
incidents. 

Having taken this review of the works executed, and of the costs thereof, 
Mr. Griffith submits his opinion, that the experience -acquired in the progress of 
them has sufficiently proved the fact, that the reclamation of this extensive tract 
of wild mountain ground can be effected at a rate of charge which will return a 
fair profit for the sum invested in its improvement; and, consequently, that it is 
desirable to prosecute the undertaking. With this view he proposes immediately 
to proceed, as essential preliminaries to a further reclamation of the land, with the 
construction of two principal lines of farm or occupation roads through the estate, 
in a longitudinal direction, so as to connect the greater portion of the intended 
farm allotments with the main public roads already completed ; and, after having 
determined the boundaries of the farms into which the lands shall be divided, and 
the sites of the houses and buildings required for the occupiers of them, to erect 
about 36 new farm-houses and offices, respectively adapted to the extent and 
quality of the several farms. The costs of these works, and of making a proper 
boundary fence along the entire length of the eastern side of the estate, he esti- 
mates at a sum exceeding 3,000 1. 

In addition to and concurrently with these services, we conceive it will be 
necessary and expedient to proceed with the drainage and inclosure of the new 
farms; with the formation of screen plantations of timber trees for shelter of the 
grounds from the cold stormy winds which prevail for a long period in that 
mountainous district, and with the construction of small limekilns throughout the 
property ; and that, to provide for these objects and other incidental expenditure, 
a further sum of 1,500/. will be required. 

The works already executed, and those now proposed to be proceeded with, are 
in strict conformity with the original scheme of improvement submitted by 
Mr. Weale, and approved of by your Lordships’ Board ; and, hitherto, we have 
not perceived any ground to induce us to recommend a departure from it in 
future. The course of proceeding he advised has been pursued, and found to be 
attended with the expected advantages. Much expense has been saved in pro- 
fessional charges for assistance and superintendence, by placing the execution of 
the works under the direction of Mr. Griffith, and the local establishment he 
required for the construction of the new Cork and Kerry roads ; and at the same 
time an expeditious completion of these roads has been economically effected and 
greatly promoted, by the accommodation afforded to the persons employed on 
that service in a temporary occupation of the new buildings at King William’s 
Town. From the concurrent opinions of numerous intelligent gentlemen who 
have occasionally inspected the works during their progress, we feel assured that 
the lands are capable of being brought into such productive cultivation as will 
fully realize the expectations suggested by Mr. Weale’s first report on the subject. 
And although his conjectural estimate of the money it would require to carry into 
complete effect all the improvements he projected may be somewhat exceeded, 
yet, on a comparison of the actual expenditure with the intrinsic value of the 
improvements already effected, and considering that the works have been executed 
under every disadvantage off distance from supplies of necessary materials, and 
in the centre of an extensive mountainous district, unprovided with practicable 
roads, and for some time without any accommodation lor the lodging and sub- 
sistence of the artificers employed, and where a body of skilful native labourers 
could not in the first instance be procured, we see reasonable ground to anticipate 
that the ultimate expenditure will not be found to exceed the amount of that con- 
jectural estimate, in any degree that will disappoint the expectations which have 
been entertained of the undertaking yielding a full remunerative profit on the 
sums invested in the improvements generally. 

Under these circumstances we feel no hesitation in advising your Lordships, 
69. that 
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that we should be authorized to proceed with the works now proposed to be 
undertaken, and . to apply to those services a further sum of 4,500 l. out of the 
growing income of the land revenues of the Crown in Ireland under our manage- 
ment ; which, added to the sum of 6,500 1. already expended as above men- 
tioned, will make a net sum of 1 1,000 1 . appropriated to the improvement of this 
extensive property. 

We are, &c. 



(signed) 

The Right Hon. the Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty’s Treasury. 



DUNGANNON. 

B. C. STEPHENSON. 
A. MILNE. 



Copy TREASURY LETTER, dated 11 May 1837, authorizing a further 
Expenditure of 4,500 l. on the Improvements at King William's Town County 
Cork. J 



Treasury Chambers, 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 11 May 1837. 

In compliance with the recommendation contained in your report of the 
28th ult., I am commanded, by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Trea- 
sury, to authorize you to appropriate a further sum of 4,500 1. in the prosecution 
of the works proposed to be undertaken on the Crown estate, now called Khm 
William’s Town, in the county of Cork. 



Commissioners of Woods, &c. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) E. J. Stanley. 
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